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SYNERGY — PUBLIC–PRIVATE ALLIANCES 
386. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the minister’s comments yesterday that Synergy will not be taking on any uncommercial public–private 
alliances. 
(1) Will the minister immediately rule out Synergy taking uncommercial power purchase agreements for the 

Albany wave farm, the Collie solar plant, the Collie biomass plant and the Kalgoorlie solar thermal plant 
as they will obviously be uncommercial? 

(2) Will the minister immediately rule out any ministerial directions for those same power plants? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for Bateman for the question. It is true. Synergy will not be entering any 

uncommercial power purchase agreements. I note in respect of the Albany wave farm, I asked whether 
work has been done in government on the wave farm and, interestingly, quite a lot of work was done on 
the wave farm under the Leader of the Opposition when he was Minister for Energy and it was funded by 
royalties for regions and the Great Southern Development Commission. This was done by the former 
government for a specific commercial partner, interestingly enough, whereas the current government’s 
election policy was for common-use infrastructure, not for a particular commercial partner—unlike the 
former government. I will quote from this report — 

For Carnegie Wave Energy, the wave energy component of this project is pivotal and Carnegie 
is firmly committed to delivery of the complete Project. 

It goes on to make a number of points about how it is such an important project for Carnegie. 
Mr D.T. Redman: It included Walpole and Denmark. I did not see them in your policy. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: It did. That is exactly right. Former Leader of the National Party, some of these are probably 
in your patch—not Albany, but some of them. An area of interest is that Carnegie Wave Energy became part of 
the “Great Southern Regional Investment Blueprint” of the former government when the Leader of the Opposition 
was the Minister for Energy. He obviously thought, I assume, that it was commercial; otherwise, why would he 
have made this such an important part of the great southern? The “Great Southern Regional Investment Blueprint”, 
the former government’s document, refers to the importance of the Carnegie Wave Energy project, whereas we 
are committed to common-use infrastructure for that. The member for Bateman referred to a range of other 
projects. We will work through those and, as with any third party that wants to provide energy to Synergy, it has 
to be done on a commercial basis. 
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